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being as the positive cause of the corporeal conditions
tinder which the soul realises itself in the world of
sense, and of all the imperfection and evil which arise
in that world. And, on the other hand, the ideal
reality, just because it excludes such imperfection and
evil, has to be regarded by him as something purely
affirmative, which escapes all negation only by exclud-
ing all determination. In other words, it is reduced
to an empty abstraction.

After what has been said, we may gather the
peculiarities of the system of Plotinus under three
heads: first, it develops to its extremest form the
Greek dualism of form and matter, of the ideal and
the sensible, of the pure and permanent unity of
intelligence and the divided and changing world of
: secondly, it thereby reduces the mediation
the two by the amma mundi into an external
and therefore accidental connexion: and lastly, in
eoi&equenee of the inadequacy of this mediation, it
is obliged to seek its highest principle not in that
soul, but in a transcendent Absolute, which has no
connexion with anything but itself, although, as the
highest principle, it must be conceived to be the first
and the final cause of all things.

As to the first point, I have said that Plotinus
develops to its extremest form the Platonic antagon-
ism between the ideal and the phenomenal world,
and this is true both as regards their content and